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Boys & Girls Club of Laguna Beach 10th Annual Gala Nets $180,000
On Saturday, May 9th , over 360 attendees supported the Boys & Girls Club of Laguna Beach at its 10th annual “Art of Giving Gala” at the Montage Resort and Spa.  This year’s theme was “A Night for Our Stars”, and it truly was a wonderful evening where everyone came together in support of the community’s youth, the “Stars” of the Club.  The event netted the Boys & Girls Club $180,000 which will go directly toward maintaining the quality youth enrichment programs that have been built up over the last half century.  The evening was a perfect balance of supporting the Boys & Girls Club mission and having a great time. As guests arrived on the red carpet as they first entered the event, they were greeted by four Boys & Girls Club Paparazzi Club members who snapped pictures of them. This year the event kicked off with a special VIP reception for table sponsors, called “Drinks with Donnie”, which took place on the lawn overlooking the beautiful ocean. The silent auction area had over 100 packages available for bidding, and Club Staff and Members were on hand to let attendees know first hand why the Boys & Girls Club is important to them. During dinner the Boys & Girls Club dance team entertained guests by singing “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” and brought down the house with their performance.  James Bermingham, Vice President Montage Hotels & Resort & Managing Director, Montage Laguna Beach & Club Board Member, played host for the evening and emphasized that everyone had a chance to be a star that night! He said, “Tonight, with your help, we are going to raise 10% of our $1.5 million budget. Without your support, there would be over 150 kids in our community who would be out on the street with no place to go after school”. The Auctioneer for the evening was Jim Nye, who set the tone for the event by auctioning off a $50 bill for $300 and helped garner over $50,000 during the live auction portion of the event.

Another highlight of the evening was the support for the Boys & Girls Club’s “Shining Star” program.  Two hundred and thirty stars were purchased during the dinner, raising over $57,000.  The “Shining Star” program directly supports quality after school programs, educational assistance, sports leagues, summer camps and leadership opportunities for youth 3 – 18 years old.   The response was outstanding!  Executive Director Pamela Estes showed her appreciation by expressing,  “I am overwhelmed by the compassion our community showed tonight. Their sincere support, even in light of a challenging economic environment, demonstrates an understanding that by investing in young people today, all of our futures will be brighter tomorrow. This event is so important to our Club – it helps bridge the large gap between what we charge families and what it actually costs to provide services. The need for our Club is increasing as funding becomes more and more challenging to attain. We profoundly rely on and are grateful for our community’s commitment to supporting over 1,500 kids each year. We are all connected to each other through our sense of community. Every child whose life is enriched through the Boys & Girls Club makes the world a better place for us all.”
This year’s Gala was generously sponsored by RCC Incorporated, Sandra & David Stone, Dorene & Lee Butler, Crevier BMW/ Mini, Betsy & Gary Jenkins,  Dynamic Auto Images, Sorrento Grille, Paula Hornbuckle, Kirsten & Bob Whalen, Kelly & Jim Mazzo, ICC Collision Centers, Hearts of Montage, Murr & Associates, Julie & Keith Gallo, Jenifer & Dan Burge, Lyn & Rick Balzer, Lynne & Mike Lake and Friends, Union Bank, David Howard, Don Mook, Jon & Karen Jaffe, En Pointe Technologies, Auctions in Motion-Norwalk, Moss Adams, Lyn & Tim Carlyle, Weeks family, Crevier Team and Crevier Friends.  Other sponsors include Craig Gereau Freelance Video, MG Music & Hollywood Nights Band, Young’s Market, Bree Burgess-Rosen, Premier Corporate Events, Rayotic Graphic Design – Josh Ray, Montage Resort & Spa, Heats of Montage, Jim Nye, Aesthetic Trends – Cindy Endres, The BG’s, Mark’s, Laguna Graphic Arts, Wave Hospitality Advisors LLC, and Snyder’s Dry Cleaning.
For more information on how you can support the Boys & Girls Club of Laguna Beach call (949) 494-2535 x103 or go to the website at www.bgclagunabeach.org.
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